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MR,.CASPER ABPERN, AKPENA,MITHIGAN.
INTERVIEWED BY

® Wi, WAKEHAM ANR RICHARD RATHBUN,
AUGUST 24,1894,

{Mr.Alpern is at the head of the Alpena
77“‘ MW Pish Co, and is an opponent of all fish laws
except such as suit his convenience. He is
one of the most active members of the Michi-
gan Figherman's Association, which was organ-

ized chiefly with the object of defeating

all State legislation that did not meet with

their approval. -—!athbgg. )

4 M We have quite a few sawmills along the

shores of the lake and they make a practice
of dumping their sawdust right into the lake.
They do more harm than even the mills here

» and there is no mistake but that the mills
are doing considerable harm, but you cannot

prevent that. I have stopped them all from
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rutting it in around this vieinity so far as
I eould, but there is a certain amount of
refuse goes into the lake anyway, but the
most of them have burners and bura their
refuse, but still there is a certain amcunt
goes into the water and you cannot'holp it.
I goes in when they elear the mill and
so on &end it is carried out in the lake. But
there is more harm done from the saw mills
gituated on the lake shore. There was a law
passed by the legislature about 15 years ago
applying to these 3 counties here,Alcons,Al-
pena and Presque Isle, but whether it was
made general I do not know, making a very se-
vere penalty to put any kind of refuse in any
manner ‘8o that it can go into the lake. We
tried it,and we progecuted the Prentiss Lumb-
er Co,.,and they paid a fine of $100 and prom -
ised to do no more,so that law was all right,

" put if there is a general law I camnot tell
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you.

I understood always there was a United
States law for prohibiting the throwing of
fish offal into the water, and I know there

is & State law for that. I know this loecal

law is still in existence and it is all right.

I have been as far as 25 or 30 miles out
on the lake and you would see sawdust float-
ing. That sawdust gets heavy and stays
right on the bottom, and no fish can live on
the bottom because of that sawdust and no
fish eggs would develop. I believe that is
partially what hurts our whitefish grounds.
They let the edgings, slabs, ete., go out

also, but I do not think that interferes to

such an extent,. It covers the bottom or

something like that, and interferes with our
nets more than anything else. There are
quite a few of those mille here and there is

one at Thompson's Harbor. FPirst there is

o~
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what they call the Turnbull Mill, It is a
water mill situated right opposite Middle
Island, and they do not take care of their
sawdust at all, but let it run right in the
lake; then there is one mill at Presque Isle
that belongs to French; and there is one at
Thompson's Harbor, and one I believe at
Roger's City; and none of those mills take
care of their sgwdust in any manner. Most
of them are steam mills, and there is only
one water mill among them. Water mills ecan
take care of their refuse just as well as any.
We have them here and meke them take care of
it. There were 2 saw mills here, but they
burned down, one was south of here at Alcona,
and they were a8 curse to the whole lake.
They were right on the open shore and they
ruined that whole ground. That used to be
one of the finest fis:ing grounds there was

on the chain of lakes. There is still one
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at Creenbush. They simply have trap doors
and let the stuff drop right in the water.
They mee a portion of it for fuel, of course,
but they ecen use only a portion of it. Those
mills have been there for years. The first
sawdust burner was built here about 18 years
ago. There is a work gotten out at Bay

City which gives an account of all the lumber.
ing matters of the State We had a waier saw
mill here, but they are not sawing any lumber
with it now, and have turned it into an elee-
trie light piant. They used to pile their
sawdugt up, regular mountains of it, with
edgings, ete., and set it on fire in the
winter, but they had a way when they were
erowded, by means of trap doors, and they
would open the trap doors and let it out into
the river and I tried to cateh them, but
eould not. We used to have larger piles of

sawdust than they have at Cheboygan.



The pulp mill was established here in 1883.
It i3 one of the first onee that was pbuilt
This Company is represented by a gentleman
named Fletchsr who used to live in Detroit
and had large interests here, He owns &
quarter interest in the original patent that
came over here from Germany. They bought
that patent, I{ was owned between him and
Vest of Grand Rapids and several others, and
thip wes one of the first mills they estab-
lished, but 5 years age I believe they sold
the patert to & New York syndiesate. Vhitney
was one of the buyers, and they paid them a
million dollars, but they reserved 6 mills
that they had built at that time--this mill
here, one at Porti liuron, one close to Detroit
one in Wisconsin, and 2 somewhere else.
They do not mske paper here, only the pulp,
and ship it. The refuse of the wood of the

pulp mill does not injure us at all, They
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buy the wod from the farmers and there is an
unlimited amount here, Rut the sewage from
the vats is poison to fish. I believe they
have 4 vats here where the acif is mixed.
They have quite a large drain draining right
into the river, It ig no more than 200 or
300 rods from here. It stops us even from
cutting ice in the river. We have to have a
very severe winter for the river to freeze
on that aoQount. They work all winter, day
and night, it affects the iece right aleng on
this side, for the current stays on this sidg
but I do not think it affects it quite as far
&s the mouth. We dare not fill our boilers
here in the river as it affects them to use
that water,
There is no fishing in the river now at

, Yl

V;ll. It used to be so we sould eateh & few
meskinonge, suckers and pickerel right here
in the river. They generally came in the

epring before the mills began to run and
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therc used to be quite a run of fish here and
they used (0 catch them all along the river.
I think here everyhhing helps and the pulp
mill is one item that destroys the lish.
There is &also a large amount of sewags that
eupties into the river, and the gae works
drain right into the lake, and you take every
thing in connection, and that is one reeson
why we have lost our whitefish hsre in this
bay.

We have trouble from the bark from the
firsgt of Lay to the middle of September,but
not later than that, but still we have the
effect of il all the season. You take it
even after the rafiing stops and our fall
blows comeé Gn we &re worse troubled with it
than we are even during the summer. It af-
fects our pound neis. When it blows off
the lake and stirs up the water it drives the

bark into the pound nets. The mwosi damage
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is felt by the gill nets, however,

Pound net fighing here right in this lo-
eality is almost extinct. I am fishing
pound nets every year, but I am fishing less
evsary year. I have the twine on hand and am
fishing at a loss. I have not made any
money out of pound net fighing for the last
7 or 8 years. The pound nets are decreasing
because our pound net.grounds are really this
bay, and certainly if we ruin the ground it
will not pay; I used to fish here as high
a8 30 pound nets and 11 I have this year is
9. I own on thie gide 6 miles of beach, all
for the purpose of fishing, but it is too
foul for fishing purposes now. That ground
ig covered with refuse of all kinds, but not
exsetly wood refuses. In some places you
vili find a elimy subsieance covering the hot-
tom, I have head divers go down here and

they tell me that the boittom of this bay c¢lear
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down to the point is covered with a slimy
substance. I think it must be from the
refuse &s that is the only way we can account
for it, and it must come from this river,

The pound nets up north of the point are
killed by this Turnbull mill, That really
vas & Z0od pound net ground, but this year
and lagti year they have not made their ex-
panses.

These rafis of logs, 90 per cent of them
come from Ge'orgian Bay, and a few from Lake
Superior,

Thers is no duty on fish by the new tariff
bill. That is not going to affeet the priege
at all beeamise the duty before was a farce.
The Cansdiens get just as lerge & price for
their fish there as we do here, Pishermen
down there are very dependent upon the dealer

and alwaeys will be. They ere always in debt

from one year's end to another.
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Our great fishing has always been trout
and whitefish, e

We never catch very many what we call yel-
low pickerel excepting the firat run of pick-
eral I ever saw here was in the fall of 1885
in Augusti we got guite a ran. It lasted
about 3 weeks and I put up 25 or 30 tons, and
the next year the runs came and lasted longer
end were larger runs, and I put up that year
about 75 tons of pickerel out of the same
amount of twine, We had 3 successive years
that we had a run of pickerel and they were
just the same elas:z of pickerel they cateh in
Saginaw Ray. We have not had them since
then. I om catching a few now, and we al-
ways did catech a few, and & nicer class of
piekerel than they get in Saginaw Bay, but it
does not amount to anything; perhsaps in a
fall we put up 4 or 5 tons of pieckerel. We

do not get any in the spring at all, In the
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,A%Ju7, This never was a pickerel ground. This is =&

1,
v L - places, and I do not think pickerel stay here.

72 A pound nets we get nothing but the dhoal trout,
i
hard bottom and is mostly sand and in some

?

places clay; and gtony bottom in a good many

You will find et the mouth of the bay here
21 fathoms of water, and you can come quite
& little distance in with that waier and then
it shallows up to 18, 17 and 12 fathoms, and
we have pretty good water closé to the shore.

My outside pound nets are in about 40 feet of

%.\a

water. My inside net is in about 12 feet

efid that is pretty close to the shore.
. We never use the blue pickerel here. We
caught one or two just for curiosity ithat is
all, They are & softer fish than the yelliow
pickerel. It is surprising how Lake Erie
holds out, They will feel & decrease for a
year or two and then they will catch more

than ever, Ve do not get the sand pickerel
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here. We pet very fine large yellow pigck-
erel here. I could show you just as fine
vyellow pickerel as you ever sew. We had
gome here this morning.

Our perch here will average over a lb. Ve
had them so large that they run 65 to 100 1bs.
almost as big as hass, They are not mueh
of an item in the fishery here, however, and
they do not try to fish for them, I tried
it one year in 188b5. The apring was very
early and I sent out 2 boat with some nets to
fish just for perch--just happened to have
some small meshed gill net i wine that I had
no use for, and I set them in Squaw Ray where
it is very muddy bottom, about 6 or 7 miles
from here, and I caught about 6 tons in one
week ., Perech enter gill nets very readily,
but all the perch I have been getiing now
were out of pound nets.

We do not +tske the blask bass abundantdy,
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but I think there is no body fishing outside
end no amell fisheriee like there are around
large cities, but if there were I believe
they could cateh a good many. Ve do not get
more than half a dozen or so in our poind
nets. Black hass are a hetter fish tham
gny there are and brings a hetter prige. I
consider dlack bass the finest eating there
is, and we have inland lakes where they are
very abundant, but they are fished there with
lineas by pleasure seckers,

There is no sport fishing here in the hkej
but the inland streams are getting pretty
well stocked with brook trout., They have
been planting them for the last 4 or B years,
and they show up niecely. The nearest sgpot
where thare is a2 grayling stresam is about 25
or 30 miles from here. No netting is al-
lowed in those inland lakes.

We do not get catfishes here.
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We get & few sturgeon, In oclden times
we used to get & good many sturgeon and I

eennot esecount for their dropping off. You

‘take it 25 or 30 yearsg ago we used to pile

them on the heach as they were not worth any-
thing, and now we want them we cannot get
them. 8till, I catch quite a few during the
season off and on, Every time & pound net
is lifted they get a few, They will run &
gooad desl.smaller than Lgke FErie sturgeon,
Our sturgeon I suppose will averege not over
20 lbs, dressed, Lake St,.Clair sturgeon
will average 40 or 50 1lbas, dressed. 1
telked with a men who hed just come bazck from
the Lake of the Woods, end he tells me that
the sturgeon are not so abundant as they have
been. That wgs leilson. -
We have an inland leke here cslled Hurl=-

purt Lake that has eonsiderable whitefish in

it. They have been there as long as I know
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of. It does not conneet with Lake Huron ard
there is no.stream ruming to it, They 4
not do any fishing there, only the inhabi=-
tants speaf them in the fall during their
spawning time; and it is sirange thet where
the whitefish spawn the rushes grow io within
3 or 4 feet of the top, and they go with
their boats over thewe and they tell me the
whitefish are just as thick right on those
rugshes and there is & seed that they liwe on.
They used to bring them in here and they tell
me that 2 men could spear a pork berrel full
in an hour.

I hardly believe whitefish will take a
hock. T always considered it a fish stary,
but still a man did catch whitefigh here with
a hook and line, but I think he jooked them
by playing them up. He was fishing for
pereh,

We do not get the white bass here, Fe
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@“&g bﬁﬁl'get & few calico bass, We get no shpppshead
5'W and I am mighty glad we do not get any. They
9 bought sheepshead for 1l-4 cent 2 1lb, in De=-
troit, I wag there through June and July.
They used to haul them in by wagone from the
pound néets nearest by and they just spoiled
the sale of the good fish.

Our home market does not eut muech of &
figure here for fish, Our fish ge mostly
east and west, You take all this part of
the gountry, Seginaw,Bay City, and Alpena, so
far as here, I do not think they could use 20
per cent of my catch, if I had the exelusive
control of the market, I willl'have by to-
morrow sbout 10 tons of fish in the house.
Part of them.go to Chicage, part to Buffalo
and part to Cleveland. I ship entirely by
[ ) boat. I ship to Chieago via Bay City and

they are transferred on the Michigan Central.

We have a good many lawyers here; snd that
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is whet we call them, but I think it ie prop-
erly an eel pouhk, We have & good many of
them and sometimes we sell them, but we have
no ehance of shipping them fresh here, so we
throw them away, es8pseially this year we
throw them all away. écfore this I have
8old ithem some, bul this year the priece of
salt fish is 80 low I do not think it will
Pa&y 10 salt them.

5’W We geil hardly any grass pike, hut they are
plenty in the iniand lakes. There are a fow

/}WM uagskinonge herce also,

I hed 2 German carp lasy year, I planted

é/;‘@,avv/‘
some in & little leke, but it has a connec-
tion with the big lake and I think they must
have gone into ihe big lake from it. I
think they desiroy other fish; they eat the
® spawn. They ere a very ravenous figh. I

think they wuld eat pickerel spawn end they

injure the yellow pickerel, and the bass.
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Onee in a while I gel & few apeckled trout

Do not get any bull-heads.

Do not get the moon eye.

Ve get the long jaw. They were abundant
around here a few years baek. They seem to
come about the same time as the pickerel, but
of late years they have left us. Cnee in a
while would see one when I firsi game here,
but in 1836 we had quite & large cateh of
them here, We get them in both pound eand
gills nets., They do not rank very high, not '
mueh better thah herring. The blue fin is
just eoming on here. We have never had
them before until last year and this year.

We had more blue fine here this year than I
have ever had in all my experienee, since

I have been here, and get them in almost any
depths of water. They run pretty well in
gize., I.have seen them as high as 2 lbs.,

but very seldom find one 2 1-2 lbs. About
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1 1-2 1lbs, i& the average size. If white-
fish are scarce you ean get rid of them by

passing them for whitefish. Ve do not take
the heads off. I hed aman working for me

last year from Virginia and he says he saw

there in & grocery gtore suekers nicely

dressed and they had & sign up "salt white-
fish", and he asked the man if they were

whitefish and he told him "yes", and they

-were selling them there for whitefish, A

bt

W

blue fin I think has more bones than the
whitefigh, and the same way with the long jaw
The long jaw has more bones than the blue
fin; they are all bones. The only thing
that will beat the long jaw is the shad. We
do not get the menominee whitefigsh here. We
ecall the long jaws menominee whitefish some-
times, and they are somewhat similar only the
menominee 1§ & darker colored fish, but just

about the same shape.
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The heming are not abundant a2hout here,
hbut they used to be. We used to get late in
the f2ll1 quite a large catch of herring. We
have never taken much asecount of them and in
the sprring we let them gll f£o, as we have no
market for them fresh and do not salt them,
and so dump them right out of our boats,

The leargest catch of herring I ever had was

4 years ggo, and I put up 2,000 half harrels
of them, but thcy commeneed to run thin the
latter part of August and stayed here until
Oectober, Our herring are a pood deal small-
er than the Le&ke Erie herring. I think they
will go about 3 to the 1b, Some years they
will run & little larger than others. You
take it not later tham 10 or 12 years back

we never gared or herring z8 whitefish were
in abundance here and we got in the hadbit of
fishing large meeh twine to catich the white-

fish and mosgt of the herring would go through
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I put 4 nets in last season right off this

shallow here between Middle Island end Thune-

®

der Bay Island, and expected to catch some
whit efigh. It was large mesh twine and when
we were lifting the pot ‘it would be full of
herring and by the tinie we would lift it they
would &ll escape exfept a few of the larcest.
But here in the bay even the herring are
leaving. Lake Huron would not fuirnish such
& herring fishery as they have on lake Frie,
All the herring caught in Lake Huron would
not cut much of a figure in the market. e
it 1}'”7‘"’
MM’* Our most important fishery here has heen
M the trout, Qur trout I claim are increasing
"
s steadily in abundance. The size &8 the same
: as it was. The size is owing to where you
s
have your nets, If you get in deep water
*® you will estch smeller trout. The depth

regulates the size of the fish. The trout

W/' g0 in schools, and when thelr spawning time
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comes they go together. We get them in
spots in our nets. Some netsg will fish very
heavily, and then may 1ift 2 or 3 nets and
get only here and there a fish, You gee we
1ift mhent 7 miles of nets & day, and if they
were pretty well distributed we would get &
pretty good catch of fish, -

Each tug lifts about 8 miles of nets. e

L

1ift by hand. Right now we are fishing in

*2% or 24 fathoms of water; that is where the

best fishing is now. - We have 6 men lifting

‘our nets, We have 90 leed nets, about 05

rods long; &nd in lifting they spell each
other two men lifting at a time; it takes them
about 4 hours to lift 8 mides. Ye lift
sometimes in 70 fathoms. Ye figure that if'
it is very easy lifting and they are in shal-

low water and everything goes all right, they

“get through in about & 1-2 hours, And it

does not meke any difference if they had 2




§ s

D YA TSGR0 55 007 5

24

tons of fish in them it would not take any
longer. I would not want to try lifting by
steam here. I sheuld think it would be all
richt if they had a nice clear botiom, but
the way we have ii{ here where they get foul
of everything, may be every 15 minutes, a man
knows it when he is hauling by hand, but they
would separate our nets a half dozen times a
day with the steam arrangement.

In the spring I think the trout average
about 2 1-2 lbs,, and this time we are fishipg
in shallow water and get a larger fish, and
in the fall our trout will average 4 1bas.

Qur shallow trout spawn the fore part of
Sept ember, We call them shallow trout be-
ecause they come on along the islands on the
rocks to spawn, and they are & larger class
of trout; mugh larger than the deep water
trout. Itfis & black trout, and a very

handsome {ish . In the spring we fish in
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deeper water and get smaller fish, and we get
e different species.

Do noi get any siscowet here except once
in a while one,

I have 90,000 lbs. of trout here that I
froze this spring. A year ago last winter
the Buffalo Fish Company had over 500 tons of
blue fish, halibut, and cod frozen, and they
sold almost 50 per cent right in New York,
Their fish 4id not average them in Buffalo
after they were froZen, over 4 cenis a 1lb,,
and they sold some of those fish back to New
York for 8 and 10 cenis a 1h., They did not
make any money last winter; but lost very
heavily, They claim they lost last winter
$100,000, but they made so much money 4 or 5
yearsg before that they can afford to stand

that loss.

There are no two years alike when fish spa™

but on en average we consider that the shal-
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low water irout begin to spawn about the first
week in September. Sometimes they do not
spawn until the 20th, but they spawn some-
times during September, Our common lgke
trout spawn the fore part of Ocectober. Their
spawning ground is in all the way from 12 to
16 fathoms of water; that is the big reef we
have in the middle of Lake Huron. It ’is
sbout 40 miles from the mouth of the river
VPG, o e R e T e
We are fishing gill nets all over Lake Hu~-
ron on both sides. I have had gill nets so
elcse to the Duck Islands thet we could ses
pecple walking there. We do not fish in
that deep hale in the middle of the lake.
That is about 170 fethoms. Once in a while
we get into 100 fathoms, but get a very poor
quality of figh there, We get our good
trout in not deeper than 40 fathoms. Some-

times we fish in decper waier than that if

S
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the fishing drops off--have a still spell of
weather and the fish swim high--we drop in
deeper water, One of my boaets lifted in 80
fethoms last Wednesday,

I have never tried fishing midway between
the bottom and the surfaece. The trout come
up near the surface in the summer. If the
water is still the trout swim high. Never
saw tﬁem schooling &t the surface, however.

Trout and whitefish used to run taogether
eonsiderably, but not now. I had gill nets
in this bay in 1878-9, and out _filh would run
all the way from 1-4 to 2-3 whitefish. We
cetch a few whitefish in the gill neis with
the trout now, but not many, but at that
time we did, Do not get them together in
the pound nets much if we get good fishing.

Qur best white fishing that we used to have

G 4n 1878, I had & small tug fish out of the

river here, and she took as her record 54,000
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lbs. of whitefigh in one week, dressed white-
fish, off that shoal, and there was not a
single trout in the lot.

The trout will spawn as late as the last
of October. We figure en their beginning to
spawn the fore parivof QOctober and finishing
towards the last of the month. I think the
gpawning time is longer in trout shan it is
in whitefish. White figsh spawn very quiek
and leave at once. Irout may remain on thekr
spawning ground for sometime after they are
done spawning. You will find the trout
hanging around their spawning ground until
sometime in the middle of November,

I do not do any winter fishing and there
is no winter fishing done around here except
a little for sport. Some go out here in the
hay and spear trout through the ies. They
get the regular large shallow trout.

I think those large trout are always

Vats
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around the shore. Ve get them all through
the season more or less., Do not get them so
much during the summer, but we get them dur-
ing the spring. I think there are 20 dif-
ferent varieties of irout. We have the
shoal trout, common trout, and then we have a
white trout, big bellied white trout. It is
not like the siscowet, but the shape of it is
like the sisecowet, but it is not guite so
fat, We have a little reef off Presque
Iele, and whenever we put nets there we al=-
ways get some of that elass of trout, They
are short end thick and almost white, but
they are & good fish. One or two years I

cavght lots of them in my Llrap nets.

oo

The U.S.Fish Comiuissioner promised to send

me some eels here for the last 4 or § years,

 but has never done se, I want to plant some

ecele, I do.not think the eels can hurt our

spawn very much hers in the bay. My inten=-
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tion was to plant them way up here above in
this river. That will bhe & good place for
them,
M, A trout weighing 2 1lhs., you cannot tell
i how old it is, but I think & trout is a fast
growing fish, I think it grows as fast as
wvhitefisgh. I think it mekes & difference in
the kind of trout, however, The trout they
planted here last winter they told me some of
them were about 6 months old and they were
trout about 7 inches long, and they were just
as lively fish as I ever saw.
W The spawn theé hatchery men take here is
W all from the best class of trout. They gen~-
erally go out on our tugs. our lske trout
on this reaf are fully as good and fully as
fine a fish as the shallow trout. They get
some grawn from the shallow trout snd sme
from the other,

M' I think the young trout live in deep wa-

=Pty

A R




S

31

ter. Sometimes we will catch trout quite
small size in the gill nets, and we catch
more of them in deep water than in shallow
water, but in the spring when the fishing is
ebundant in deep water we catech guite a few
small trout. We catoch vhem all sizes. or
course, if they are real lively we thiow
them basek in the water, otherwise we iLhrow
them in the offal barrel. I do not think
voung trout gtay im shallow water, but I
think young whitefish do,

The trout eat everything. They live
principally on other fish. I think they
live mostly on shine:s, herring ete. If we
have lots of shiners around we have lots of
trout. The shiners grow sbout 4 or 5 inches
longz, ana they are & nuigance. The trout
follow them right up, but sometimes you get
them, bui somectimes you get them pretty thick

and they are a nuisance. I am perfectly
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satisfied to hendle trout, and do not eare
about handling shiners. The trout destroy
immense quantities of herring during the
course of a year. I do not think hardly an¥%
%f’ thing destroys the trout. I think the trout
take pretty rood care of themselves. Other
fish may live off trout esggs, however,
But you take it where trout are spawning you
do not find any suckers, and suckers live on
gpawn. On the ground where trout are spawn-
irg you will find hardly any other figh and 1
do not think there is anything to disturd
them. I hardly think other fish come in and
feed on their spawn even after they leave the
ground. Ve have had nets on the srawning
ground pretty late after they were done spawn-
*ing and we never found any other fish there,

e,

j,:,,w% Almost anything feed on whitefigh, suckers,

/

- especially will eat the spawn, and sturgeon

Bt

W also. The trout do not eat spawn, they want

4o}
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something stronger.

Comparatively we gel no whitefish at all,
now; that is glong this parti of the lake.
They have been getting a few whitefish of
late years off Au Sahle, in pound nets, but
around here, as far as Cheboygan, they do not
get many, Ix; 1382 was the last catech of
pound nets we have hal to &any amount. They
commenced to drop off from then and theay
iropred off vary fast, From 1835 to 1888
my catch of whitefish would not be over 10
per cent of my catch of fish, In 1889 the
whitefish all at once case back on our gill
net grounds, and the fall of 1839 ithere were
Jjust as many whitefish as I ever saw on their
spawning grounds. They cane carly and all
at onage. They came about the last week in
October end stayed until about November 20,
The last 1ift we had was 3,650 1lbs, We had

as much as 5 tons to & lift off that ground
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in 1839, but sinee that time they have not
come back there, but I think the cause has
been that there has not been a single feall
since then that the water has been such that
they ceould come h»Hack,

Ve never caught any of those fish in the
spring. Yever had aﬁy spring whitefishing
here, In olden times we used to get them
in August and sometimes in June. That was
as late as 13%50-81; we had very big June
fishing here, but we did not get them on ithe
same ground, We used to geit them right off
Thander Ray Islard. Refore that time the
whitefish were very abundant about here some-
times; but that is way beck 30 or 40 years
ago, -

There has never bheen any small meshed gill
nets fished here. The smallest nesh we have
ever fished has been 4 5-8, and with pound

nets there never was any snall whitefish
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ceught, and there never was &ny pound netiing
only in the fallk. I was the first man 10
set pound nets here in tne spring, and I
never caught anything bui trout. In times
haek they slways used to figure 1o comuence
to drive stakes in July so that they could
pet their nets in by the Iirst of Septanber.
Rut we 1id not expeet a very heavy run of
fish until the first of October.

The whitafish we.gel now ran preity good

Pl

Ze. Orne of the features of our billd tiwt

=

5
we weré trying to get through the legislature
was that no one should be allowed to eatch
or handle any whitefish weighing less than
1l 1b. dressed, Theat would make them about 1
1-2-1lb.round. We would throw the small whits
fish back alive and there is no reason why
they could not do it, just capsize the net

and throw them out, If there is a large

‘ I,/,J’- eatch of big fish there is hardly ever any

j:;" ”’“ﬂw' ' small ones mixed with them.

b
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’P M The proper size of the pot is a question
il

b "‘f}'h I do not think ean be regulated by any law;
cort

the only thing you ean regulate by law is the

; fbb"“Jn gize of fish to be caught. If there is a
W uniform law that we shall not handle fish
under a certain sigze we would not try to
cateh them. If 1 have a pound net that

ath Auj will eateh those small fish, I would not fish

»

w;‘:;/.

/" that small mesh; a larger mesh twine is cheap
er, and if I could not dispose of those small
fish 1 would not try to cateh them. You can-

not regulate the mesh; because we have a law
regulating the mesh in Michigan for the pound

Mﬁ nets, but it is a dead letter because it puts

r'd

W @ proviso in saying you can catch small fish,

provid ing you cateh no whitefish; and you

5 have to put a sign up for the small whitefigh

4

not to go in. Here with us we fish for no

S‘YM herring, and 1 £#ish 3 inch mesh. Our her-
- ring run small enough any how and we do not
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care anything about the little fellows, but
Just as soon zs you fish a larger mesh, say
3 1=-2 inch, a pickerel weighing 2 1-2 lbs,
whil go right through it and you eould not
ciat ch any pickerel st all, only the very
largest, eand pickersl will go through even a
3 inch mesh, and efter the mesh is tarred it
shrinks sglinost helf an indh. We do not
catch eny of those pickerel like they do up
around Cheboyran. You will see & lot of them
in there, but just as soon as you go to lift,
they will skiyp eut.

Another thing, there should not be a rick=-
erel caught or sold--z yellow pickerel is the
finest fish there is swimming and you can
ship than almost anywhere you want to--there
shoald not be & pickerel caught or sold less
than 1 1lb. round. That is a more important

matter than the witef'igh. Qur pickerel are
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one of the most produgtive fish, amd you will

find them in such sbundenece in a few years,

i ! and the man vho lets then go does not lose
anything, for if fishing is his business, in
future years he will make money by it.

{a‘/“{‘ I do not know as you c&n regulate the size

(-4
W.“V’U of the lake trout. You camnot sell & lake

trout unless it weighs over a lb. 28 it is no

gl,a/‘ good, end we zre fishing now a mesh just as
e
big as can b2 fished, and the only way we
Sk
M{‘? ‘catch them is when they get caight by the

teeth or get tangled ap, and if they are
. M:[ alive and kieking they throw them back in the
water, and if not they throw them in the of=-
7, fal barrel. There ig a very small percent-
]
% age of trout caught in the pound nets, and
By what aee caught are the large shoal trout.
® pur trout that we catch in the pound nets in
the syring will average 4 or $ 1lbs. In the

fell we do not catch any trout in our pound
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nets, nor in the summer,

"e ase 4 5-8 inch mesh in the gill nets.
The lew is 4 1-4, I used to fish 4 3-4.
Once in a while, a men takes a notion to fish
& O-4, ond sometimes 4 3-8, but 4 5-8 has
been the standerd mesh around here, There
is very little shrinkzge to gill nets. We
clean end tam our fill nets every once &
month., Ly neighbor here acruse ;sthe way com-
menced to use this hemloek emtract. It is
very dark, but you can make it light by the
amouni you put in. Rut I have been using
bark for vears and it is very easy to be had
here, Ye do not want any dark nets; only
Just the faintest trace of ecolor. We tan
entirely by steam here, |

With us fishing is a business from the
word g£0. There is not & year that I do not
bust the ice in the gring, md I fish the

last thing in the fall. A year ago' we quit
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early, Decerber 10, and the year bhefore that
3 ve lifted the last nete December 23, and the
vyeeyr before that on the 22nd.
M As 10 ithe close seasan, there are not any
W two loealities where the fish spawn at the
W same time. You take it here, our trout spawn
5W in October, and some in September. gur
W' ‘ whitef ish, what fev we have, gpawn in Novem-
W ber, On Leke Michigan they sgpawn in Decem=
ber. Thuse big Lake llichigan whitefish on
the shoals spewn sometimes away the last of
Dec anber. You take it on Detroit River,
whitefish spawn in October, and our trgp net
whitefish spawn in October also. Vhen we
had a@bundunce of whitefish they spawned in
October mostly. So you could not regulate
it 8% &1, You might make local laws for a
close season in eech locality, but local laws
are of no use,

/I think the United States government ought

& .
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to pass general laws to regulate the fishing
oen the wvhole chain of lekes. That is if it
is pogsilble. A law to regulate the size of
the fish. That is one imporiant facts If
you regulate Lhe size of the fish you regu-

late the mesh, They had it in that bill

Whnittaker introduced in the legislature that

we shouid quit the first of November and
start ithe [irst of lay, and in that case we
would all have to guit the business alto=-
gether entirely. I wouid rather, if they
want to give the fish a rest, give them the
rest of the year,(iay to November)and let us
fish up to the first of May. I would rather
take that part of the year and give them all
the balance.

K. Connable,Jr,, of Petoskey, is our gecre
tery, and we had quite a number of copies of

our bill typewritten. ihe principal feat~

. ﬁf“;ﬁ ures of it are these: We regulated the size
ﬂﬁ{ §
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of the fish,. We pul the sige of whitefish
3 e e
t y., dressed, or 1 1=-4 1lb. round. Ve
4,141-7* put the size of pickerel at 1 1lb,, and we
M/' l1eft the perch ulone. Then we made it that
when any body was engaged in fishing he
W should, a the spawning season, take the
W spavn of the female fish and take the milt of
the male fish--and he is obliged t0o have a
compelent man to do so--and imjregnate it,
and go thiough the same process that the fish
hatehery men do, andl deposit it on the ground
where the fish are caught, and meke a daily
report, He has to keep a record, smething .
like & log book, 1o show how mach spawn he
deposited. e ghall report to the Secreiary
of State every month the amount, 80 as to
keep statistics, and he musi keep a record
himself., The penaltiy I believe was $100
fine if he does not do that. Then there was

5,#17/4, & proviso in it that ithe United States or
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_State hatcheries, if they reauired any spawn,
- to provide them with all the spawn they shall
recuire, That was the prineipal features of
the bill.
[ ™ Following are the provisions of an act
¢ "  which passed the Michigen State Legislature,
¢’L;L but was afterwards held up and tabled. Mr.,
Alpern did not know its purrose: Every
figherman is reqguired to pay l-4 cent a 1b.
for each fish he catches, and has to make his
monthly report-and send the money over, &and
has to gwear to it. &nd if he swears to a
lie and they prove it they ean prosecuté him
for perjury,--and the money to he used by the
Fish Commission of the State. Rill No.429,
Senate of Michigan,1883.

&Jp Mr.Alpern dhowed us a copy of the State

i

g b

Fish Commission bhill of 1893, which passed
the Senate, but not the House, having heen

ﬁn*”“éﬁ fought by the Figherman's Associaction. Ve
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went over the provisions of the bill with
Mr. Alpern, and he mede corments on the dif-

ferent sections, as follows:-

Section l--Would affect Saginaw Ray.
You take it in the bight of the bay they
have pound nets more than 4 miles from
shore, but still they could not set them more
than 1 or 2 miles in length, the inner end '
of the leaders being some distance off-
shore.

Ingide lines~--They are sometiimes 75 rods,
but they are generally 40 or 50 rods. I
do not set gensrally more than 3 neis in &

string.

Section 2.- Prohibiting the setting of

nets in channels between islands and reefs,-

I think that section is all right., You do

not want vo stop channels up, In some

Places they will allow the strings to run



agross the vhole channel sc that vessels will
have to go around it. They are trying that

segtion in the Supreme Court now.

Section 3.~ Mo one shall take whitefish
weighing less the 1 3-4 lbs.~--That would be

a pretty big fish,

Section 5.~ Close season. o blaek bass
or white bass shall be taken hetvwesn the
first day of April amd the 15th of June.=--
That is in the interest of the gporting men,
and I do not believe in that for ihe lakes.
It is all right for the inland lakes; and
we have abundance of inland lakes, and if
they want to go there smd fish they can do

80.

Seetion 7.--Relates to putiing offal and
sawdust in the water.--That is all right.

We have that in our bill also.

-

Section S,--Places the size of the mesh
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in the pot at 3 1-2 inches, excepting for
the pickerel, ete., which is 2 1-2, and 5
inches in other parts of ithe pound.--¥e use
5 inches anyway. We use 7 for the leads
and 5 for hearts. We use bigper mesh be-
cause the nets will stand better, and the

fish will lead just as well.

Section 9.--Places gill nets at 4 1-4
inches.~--We do not use as small as that;
and that is one reason why I say there is no
necessity of placing any sige. You regu=-
late the size of fish and the mesh will reg-
ulate itself. If they have 2 3-4 inch mesh
for taking perch and long jaws, how can any
body tell if the whitefish or trout gets in
there., They are set on the same grounds
and we catech them on the same grounds.

They do not do any seining on this lake,
only at the mouth of Detroit River. If you

will regulate the size pickerel to be caught
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that nothing should be sold less than 1 1b.,
they are not going to seine with those small
mesh seines. There is no possible chanece
for a man to eatech any fisgh at all with a

3 1-2 inch seine, and that size mesh would
easily prohibit seining. That is for white
fish it would be all right, but, you know,
this does not say for whitefish. But you
take the seining for picgkerel in the river
St.Clair it is a big item, There are
thousands of dellars worth caught on the
River S8t.Clair, and they could not do any~-

thing with @ 3 1-2 inch mesh.

(Bnéd of diseussion of proposed fishery

ast.)
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They do not do any draeg netiing here on
Leke lluron, nor any seining, as we have no
gshore for it,. I do not think there is macgh
done on Lake !'ichigpan either,

Trap nets are not [ished here at all.
Yhen I spesk of traup nets I mean pound nets,
I tried trap nets here on that whitefish
ahoal; but it cost me & good deal of money
end I ¢uit it. They do not use fyke nets
here, but use thamn cver on Saginaw Bay.

Rlind, or trap, nets are fished on Lake
St.Clair, and they have quite a lot of them.
I tried to méke one here about 20 years &ago,
end I believe I was the first man that tried
to fish them here, but mine was a little dif=-
ferent from what they have now, but the pot
and tunnel were about the same, but I had

one pot on each end, and had 100 rods of lead

‘between them, end after I had it all done I

sent the men out with a little tug to set it,
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and & gale of wind came up jest as we ot one
pot set, and we had to ekip out and dump the
twine right owerboard, smd when I came back
for my twine and lifted the pot up it had
whitefish in it. I understend they are
Tishing them on the Banadian shore, md some
on Leke St,Clair, but on Lake St,Cluair all
they ecateh is pickerel, pereh and suekers.
There need be no buoy at all for them. I
have never fished them here, still I think
they would be a great net, if they could
cateh trout, They would be a great net to
cateh trout in Sepiember in places where vou
can set them where it is stony and you cannot
get any other net,. But there are none of
them on Lake Huron I know. I gall them bliad
net s, You can use them in any depth of wa-
ter, They have never been used in desgper

than 35 or 40 feet here.

I freeze my fish with ice here.



s

49

7, It is ecertain a pound net fish is & better
Qat'év;ﬁ looking fish, but I think & gill net fish is
fully as ¢ood, and better in sumner time than
the pound net fish, because it is a deecper
water fish,
Q‘ We fish gill nets here with small bhoats.
@rﬁﬁ/ I have 6 sail boats, They stay out 12 miles
from here at a poinlt on ithe shore. We do
w7 not use tugs for fishing our pound nets, Tha
tug Tishing is a very expensive mode of figh-
ing. The only way you can make tug fishing
pay, you have to handle a large amount of
twine. At Detour they never 4id mach tug
fishing except once in & while somebody would
go there with & tug and fish a short time and
leave for some other localily. The locality
is not good, only as a headquarters. There
is one ecertain time of year when they can
cateh figh there, but here our tugs do not

think of going less than 30 miles away from
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here, and from tha 10 40 or 60 miles.

a‘”)wﬁhﬁ; Tﬁis has beern the best fishing ground for

zz::f whitefigh and trout in Lake Hurcn, and our
iréf’ trout have the best reputetion today in New
‘f-""M York of any. In olden times it used to be
the Meekinaw trout, but for the last 10 or 15
years it was Alpena Lrout, and our frozen fikh
always bring & betier price. The size com-
mands it. We have always csught medium
sized fish, Once in a while we catch a
trout 35 or 40 ibs,, but will catoh parhaps
only 2 or 3 & week. ihey are a hard thing
to sell. All ycu dan use is once in & while

one for a large hotel.



